HFLC HURRICANE PREPARATION TIPS

Family Plan and Preparation

Before A Storm

    * Review your family plan or create one.

    * Review your insurance coverage

    * Clear loose and/or clogged rain gutters and downspouts.

    * Keep trees and shrubbery trimmed of deadwood.

    * Learn safe routes inland.

    * Learn locations of official shelters.

    * Store plywood cut to windows, check existing shutters or purchase hurricane shutters. Find out about retrofitting your home.

    * Inventory Must-Have Supplies.

    * Check manufactured home tie downs.

When a Hurricane Watch is Issued

    * Check often for official bulletins on WAFB.com, WAFB Channel 9 News, or radio.

    * Activate your family plan. Protective measures should be initiated, especially those actions that require extra time (i.e. securing a boat, leaving a barrier island, etc.)

    * Fill gas tank in car. Moor small craft or move to safe shelter.

    * Secure lawn furniture and other loose material outdoors (or bring inside.)

    * Board or shutter windows to prevent shattering.

    * Wedge sliding glass doors to prevent their lifting from their tracks.

When a Hurricane Warning is Issued

    * Stay tuned to official bulletins on WAFB.com, WAFB Channel 9 News, or radio.

    * Use your family plan. Determine the safest place to be.

If not evacuating:

    * Know your safe room.

    * Move valuables to upper floors. Bring in pets.

    * Fill containers and/or bathtub with drinking water.

    * Turn up refrigerator to maximum cold and don't open unless necessary.

    * Use phone only for emergencies.

    * Stay indoors on the downwind side of house away from windows.

If evacuating:

    * Check with your city or county Office of Emergency Management, watch WIS News 10 or visit WIStv.com to see if you need to evacuate. If you do, decide if your family can stay with friends or relatives outside evacuation zones who live in a hurricane-safe house.

    * Leave early, in daylight if possible to avoid traffic and darkness.

    * Shut off water and electricity at main stations.

    * Lock up house.

    * Drive carefully to nearest designated shelter using recommended evacuation routes.

Last Resort Evacuation

A shelter should be your last resort. Do not go until you hear from officials that the specific shelter has opened.

Be sure to bring:

    * Pillows and blankets.

    * Food, water and prescription medicines.

    * Small toys, games and books for young children.

Note: pets, alcohol and firearms are not allowed.

Disaster Supply Kit

*  Water - at least 1 gallon daily per person for 3 to 7 days

    * Food - at least enough for 3 to 7 days

          o non-perishable packaged or canned food / juices 

          o foods for infants or the elderly 

          o snack foods 

          o non-electric can opener 

          o cooking tools / fuel

          o paper plates / plastic utensils 

    * Blankets / Pillows, etc.

    * Clothing - seasonal / rain gear/ sturdy shoes

    * First Aid Kit / Medicines / Prescription Drugs

    * Special Items - for babies and the elderly

    * Toiletries / Hygiene items / Moisture wipes

    * Flashlight / Batteries Radio - Battery operated and NOAA weather radio

    * Cash - Banks and ATMs may not be open or available for extended periods.

    * Keys Toys, Books and Games

    * Important documents - in a waterproof container

          o insurance, medical records, bank account numbers, Social Security card, etc. 

    * Tools - keep a set with you during the storm

    * Vehicle fuel tanks filled

    * Pet care items 

          o proper identification / immunization records / medications

          o ample supply of food and water 

          o a carrier or cage 

          o muzzle and leash

Pet Hurricane Plan

PET PLAN

Contact your veterinarian or local humane society for information on preparing your pets for an emergency.

BEFORE THE DISASTER

    * Make sure that your pets are current on their vaccinations. Pet shelters may require proof of vaccines.

    * Have a current photograph

    * Keep a collar with identification on your pet and have a leash on hand to control your pet.

    * Have a properly-sized pet carrier for each animal - carriers should be large enough for the animal to stand and turn around.

    * Plan your evacuation strategy and don't forget your pet! Specialized pet shelters, animal control shelters, veterinary clinics and friends and relatives out of harm's way are ALL potential refuges for your pet during a disaster.

    * If you plan to shelter your pet, work it into your evacuation route planning.

DURING THE DISASTER

    * Animals brought to a pet shelter are required to have: Proper identification collar and rabies tag, proper identification on all belongings, a carrier or cage, a leash, an ample supply of food, water and food bowls, any necessary medications, specific care instructions and news papers or trash bags for clean- up.

    * Bring pets indoor well in advance of a storm - reassure them and remain calm.

    * Pet shelters will be filled on first come, first served basis. Call ahead and determine availability.

AFTER THE DISASTER

    * Walk pets on a leash until they become re-oriented to their home - often familiar scents and landmarks may be altered and pets could easily be confused and become lost. Also, downed power lines, reptiles brought in with high water and debris can all pose a threat for animals after a disaster.

    * If pets cannot be found after a disaster, contact the local animal control office to find out where lost animals can be recovered. Bring along a picture of your pet if possible.

    * After a disaster animals can become aggressive or defensive - monitor their behavior.

    * Don't forget your pet when preparing a family disaster plan.

PET DISASTER SUPPLY KIT

    * Proper identification including immunization records

    * Ample supply of food and water

    * A carrier or cage

    * Medications

    * Muzzle, collar and leash

